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Signs of the times? Or a warning sign to be carefwlith your vote for the Planning Group?

Some one is paying for these beautiful signs. Hreyeverywhere and they try to give the impression
the community endorses the H.O.P.E. candidateme8ne has a lot at stake in this upcoming election
Someone is willing to pay a large amount of mormelyyt to get your vote. It is not too difficult to

discern the identity of one very interested parfewyou look at the Star Ranch web site home page.

By their words you will know them. Your vote istazal in this November 7 election.

You will also know them by the thousands of dollarshey are spending — HOPE reports $11,773
to spend on getting your vote.

MERIT believes you should know how our local eleotcampaigns are financed. Bill Slaff, Pat
Noblitt and Bev Esry have each spent $600 for tb@mnpaign. The money has come from their own
funds and from unsolicited contributions from frisnand people living in the community who want to
keep growth in our community to a rural pace an® wiant to protect and maintain the attributes of
this area that are the reason we moved here anhgerio live here. Denise Morse reports that sk h
spent $75 for her campaign.

HOPE has received $4,173 in contributions frometigyers and local residents. In addition,
Randy Lenaalso loaned the committee $2,000 which, it appfrars HOPE’s September 30




statement, was necessary to pay bills that caméefioee the bulk of their contributions were reegiv

Finally, the Campo Band has contribu&s600to HOPE. The Campo Band specifies that
their contribution is to be used for the schoolrdaglections. However, HOPE is organized to elect 8
candidates, four for the Planning Group and fouttie School Board, and all the money is in one pot
Their mailers advertise both slates.

MERIT wonders what the purpose of the Campo Bama msaking this donation. Is it to help
bring massive development to Campo? Would it megasano on the tribal lands next to Cameron
Corners?

The Campo Band met with the HOPE slate of Plan@rgup candidates earlier and met with
the Bill Slaff, Bev Esry, Pat Noblitt and Denise Me on October f0to discuss their positions on
issues facing our community. According to the T8heebsite they have not yet decided who to
support.

At the meeting with the Campo Band, Esry, Slaffpitband Morse informed the Council they
do not want to be obligated to or beholden to amyather than the voters who will elect them. They
will not accept any financial support from the Canigand if it were to endorse them as candidates.
Does $12,000 spent on a local election raise quess?

The expenditure of many thousands of dollars adst@rompts questions about what HOPE
seeks to gain from getting their Planning Group Soldool Board candidates elected. Why is it
necessary to have this well funded committee engit to get their candidates elected? Why should
we have “special interest group” politics in CampMg@ think you probably have the same questions
we have. However, we recommend that you view asyars with a critical eye.

Bill Slaff , Bev Esry, Pat Noblitt and Denise Mor@ke certainly not a special interest group.
They are volunteering to represent the many ressdeho have stated their hopes and desires for our
community, the residents who participated in theppration of the community character statement
and who approved that statement and the residdmdsave engaged in the Planning Group process.

One very telling commentary is the Community Cheaastatement. Community members
worked for months to craft a document that spedletthe vision of Campo. The Sponsor Group
chaired by Randy Lenac accepted the statemenit Bas not forwarded to the County and
Supervisor Jacob. After months of delay Mr. Lemastead decided to send it out to all the community
with a request for comments. He then told the SpoGsoup meeting that there were problems with
the document and convened a new committee to réwesdocument. That new committee was loaded
up with five people from Star Ranch. When the cotteriwas finally able to obtain the replies that
Randy had received, there was o@IME reply (from a mailing of 1300) that had a compland that
complaint was from a candidate for the Planninguprendorsed by Randy who was defeated at the
polls. Just another example of the special inteyesip trying to do anything they can to bring
unbridled development to our area.

Campo/Lake Morena Community Character Statement

Much of the discussion about the current electamout development in the area and about the
County’'s General Plan Update 2020 involve the ComtyuCharacter Statement for the Campo/Lake
Morena Community Planning Area. The entire docunagpiroved by the Planning Group and




submitted to and accepted by the Department offifigrand Land Use can be found on the MERIT
website. Go tavww.MERIT-Campo.org and click on Planning Group. In the heading of the
Planning Group section of the website is the etatthe Community Character Statement

This document is a very important factor in land aad land planning decisions. The
statement resulted from many meetings involvingcthamunity and was approved by the Planning
Group. The statement has been sent to all residedtthere were no objections or concerns about the
statement. This document will form the basis f& @ommunity Plan that will be part of the final
GP2020 document providing guidelines for futurewgtoin our community.
Know the Planning Group Candidates for the Novembei™" Election

As a publicservice MERIT is providing the candidate stateradot each of the Planning
Group hopefuls. We have highlighted those candsdstERIT recommends as the individuals who
would do the most to preserve the rural charadteuocommunity, do the most to protect and
preserve our groundwater, and who will protect arahtain our natural resourc&&L AFF, ESRY,
NOBLITT and MORSE will work to keep growth at a rural pace.

JEAN BATES Age: 91
Retired

I am running as an incumbent for the Campo/LakedviarPlanning Group. My last four years
have been served with integrity and | pledge tdiooe to serve the needs of the community. We need
to plan ahead to make this area a better plageeoNly late husband and | moved to this area 719
with our earth moving business operating out of IR0 A. ranch. We were responsible for building
many of the Soil Conservation engineered dams whiste needed for flood control. The original
athletic fields at the old Mt. Empire High SchoblGamp Lockett were constructed by us. My children
attended Campo Elementary School where served ApREident. The Campo Athletic Association
was organized under my direction and | started ffitde League team in Campo. My employment
with the Roberts’ Clothing manufacturing plant e told Lockett warehouse gave me not only a skill
that | used in later employment but also showedowe a clean industry can provide jobs for the
community (in that case over 50). One of my gos®iencourage that type of employment so that our
employable community members
can stay on the “Hill”.

DENISE MORSE Age: 50
Healthcare Consultant

| have been a Campo property owner since 1971. Myusband Ron and | have lived
intermittently in Campo since the late 1980’s and ermanently since 1998.

Campo/Lake Morena is a unique community with a divesity of economic layers as well
as a goldmine of creative artists. Recently, it haslso embraced the influx of young families in
search of a safe, healthy and affordable communitip raise their children.



As country residents we all share a major concerrof the quantity and quality of
groundwater. Other concerns include fire safety, halthcare access, quality education for
children and the desire to preserve our historicatharacter.

| believe all Campo residents deserve Iveesearched, analyzed and planned slow, rural
growth. If elected to the Planning Group, | would vork to create a process that would serve the
needs of all Campo/ Lake Morena residents.

Community Projects: Mountain Empire Garden Club, Mountain Empire Creative Arts
Council, owner of Habitats in Harmony. Back countryadvocate on the Alpine Chamber of
Commerce’s Health Care Committee.

Quialifications: Healthcare Project Management, Conslting and Presentation
Development with Secure Horizons/PacifiCare, Partrms in Care Foundation and Huntington
Memorial Hospital. BS in Health Science and gradua work in Exercise Physiology.

BEV ESRY Age: 64
Incumbent

Four years ago | began a drive to change our selfezted Sponsor Group to a publicly
elected Planning Group because | was concerned thesidents of our community had no say in
how our area would be developed. As a result, Prap was passed and now you, the voter decides
who sits on this advisory board. | have served asraember of this Planning Group for four
years and have tried my best to keep my promise tbe voters who elected me — to vote a “slow-
growth” platform. Campo is now in the crosshairs ofmany developers and unfortunately they
have a small but vocal group of local residents whare working hard to see Campo grow beyond
its potential.

The decisions made by the Planning Group in the nékew years will determine the
course our community will take. Will Campo remain snall and rural, or will the pro-growth
faction succeed in making it the next Alpine? | beéve people have a right to develop their
property, but not at the expense of the community roits precious water resource. If reelected, |
will continue to vote for responsible, not recklessggrowth.

PATRICIA NOBLITT
Incumbent

My family and | have lived in Campo for many yearsand have seen an explosion of
growth in the last few years. Many formerly empty @rcels have been built upon.
The Department of Planning and Land Use has predied that if each of the properties were
built upon it would meet/exceed the projected growt for our area. That does not include five
proposed sub-divisions/housing projects for Camporal Lake Morena.

I’'m worried about Campo and Lake Morena’s WATER! Even though it seems some
areas have plenty of water, all water feeds througfractured rock into the same aquifers. Some
Campo residents have had to (re)drill their wells® 800 feet, and
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some still have not reach the required 3 gallons peninute. That's why I'm a GROWTH AT A
RURAL RATE candidate.

Campo does not have the infrastructure to handle nmre sub-divisions/housing projects.
Campo is approaching crisis overload, from our road, to our Emergency services i.e. sheriff and
our volunteer fire departments. Our sheriffs are stetched from Tecate USA to Jacumba. Our
ambulances are serving Campo and Potrero. We canftandle many more people.

Vote for GROWTH AT A RURAL PACE or CAMPO will be a nother ALPINE!

RICHARD “RICK” NORTHCOTE Age: 33
Ranch Caretaker

I have lived in the Lake Morena/Campo area singad 4 years old. | attended Campo
Elementary and graduated from Mt. Empire High S¢hoo

| started attending the Sponsor Group meetings whgnone or two others would attend.
Since that time | have attended almost all commumgtetings. | am the vice president of Mtn. Empire
/Campo Kiwanis and a Lake Morena Village Counciuttbmember. | am a member and volunteer of
the Motor Transport Museum and the Mtn. Empire d¢tistl Society, and have been a director of the
Early Day Gas Engine and Tractor Association ferghst eight years. | am also an active member of
the Campo-Lake Morena Business Association and jugtédecome Red Cross certified for shelter
operations.

| believe in growth at a manageable rate whilegmeng our rural lifestyle. | see a need for the
creation of local businesses and jobs in our dnedl listen to and represent the whole commuraity
Lake Morena and Campo.

Thank you for your vote.

DEBRA M. FORD
Retail Sales Person

As a resident of Lake Morena since 1978, | am mfor a seat on the Campo-Lake Morena
Planning Group to serve as a voice for the peaptee community. | have worked locally for over
twenty years while raising my three daughters. Byithat time, | was involved in the PTA and Girl
Scouts and | am currently an active member of themfain Empire/Campo Kiwanis.

My vision for our community is to see balanced gitothat will stimulate the local economy
while maintaining our rural lifestyle. This can &ehieved by electing members to the Planning Group
who will represent a broader spectrum of our comitguAs a long-term resident and an employee of
a local business, | believe that | can offer uniousgght into the diverse needs of the Campo-Lake
Morena area. Furthermore, if elected, | will listerthe people and do my best to represent their
concerns and desires for our future.

| ask for your vote for balanced growth and a vettenmunity.

Respectfully, Debra M. Ford.
WALT “WALLY” PALMER
Senior Logistician/U.S. Government Employment

As an advisory group to the County Planning Comioisd believe the Campo-Lake Morena

Planning Group has a chartered responsibility th Beek and listen to Community input regarding
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land use issues in our area. | don’t think thisappening under the current board. As the County
population continues to grow, growth and developnethis area are inevitable. | personally think
this activity can be effectively managed to botegerve the rural character of our community while
enhancing the quality of life for all of our resids. Supported by public input, well founded demisi
by this group of elected member are essentialdduture of our area. | am prepared to work with th
Planning Group and the community to ensure ourtitgpthe Planning Commission represents
community desires and concerns, and not thoseyohaividual or special interest group.

WILLIAM “BILL” SLAFF
Incumbent/Retired Military

As a current member of the Campo Lake Morena Plannmig Group | have consistently
fought for those who voted for me in 2002. | stantbr Growth at a Rural Pace. This includes
reasonable growth, where resources permit, and comancial growth that allows for both public
needs and fits our Community Character.

| was co-Chair of the ad hoc Cameron Corners Town énter Planning
committee, where | fought to keep the rural atmospére, while simultaneously providing for
community services. As a Planning Group member, | @s a participant in the County GP2020
studies As a Campo community resident for almost twenty yes, | have been active in many
community groups. | was a member of the Campo Volueer Fire Department Board for two
years serving as President for one year, | am a mdyar of the Campo/Mountain Empire Seniors,
and was a past Board member, and | am a current meber of the VFW Post 2080, recently
elected to that Board of Directors.

As a member of the community | listen to both pro ad con
voices regarding development. | also volunteer ahe MERIT Recycling Center that gives funds
to our various community projects, mostly for our bbcal youth.

Campo-online Website carries community comments oaur upcoming election

You might find the exchange of opinigusted on this website to be interesting. Go to
http://www.campo-online.com/v-web/bulletin/bb/viewic.php?t=292&start=0
Wildfire Worries? Now There Is Online Help

Homeowners living in areas of high danger from viigwill want to check out a new website
that analyses the risk of their residence beingadgeu or destroyed in a conflagration. Sponsored by
the University of California at Berkeley, the wdbsallows a homeowner to enter their address or
other pertinent information and learn the risk fraitdfire. The site is called an online wildfiresk
assessment tool. It also provides tips and phopbgrio help residents minimize dangers by
highlighting common problems with roofs, window&ams and trees. Links allow a visitor to further
their knowledge through other websites. The siteiisby Berkeley’'s Center for Fire Research and
Outreach. The web addresshstp://firecenter.berkeley.edu/toolkit/
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What is the truth regarding John Long's funding of the Lake Morena Village and Campo News
and Views

When John's letter was delivered by Barb Lenadé&oAlpine Sun, they called John to verify
the letter. John told the paper it was a draftde dictated it over the phone to Ms. Lenac and
confirmed the letter was authentic. John then Gted the letter to others in the community forithe
input. There were some minor changes in senter®y and wording but nothing substantive in the
final that was printed in the paper.

Denise Morse, who was told by John of his fundprgyided an account of what happened.
This is repeated from last Friday’'s Alpine Sun.
Responding to Long and Merit letters

After completing the followiragticle, | realized how trivial this information pgared. |

will be the first to admit it.

But | also feel that MERIT was receivingpaiof backlash for their statement regarding

Star Ranch subsidizing the News and Viewss\ietter. The people who were aware of the
information that substantiated MERIT’s claiere not coming forth and | felt that by not
coming forth with what some would deem “pétiut true) information” was unfair to MERIT.

I never thought in a thousand years thatuld be compelled to disclose the following

information.

Last winter, the Star Ranch Project Teaas imvited to present their proposed
development at the Lake Morena Village Council NMegtAs John Long was passing out the
latest edition of the News and Views Newslettententioned to me that “Star Ranch was
paying for the printing of the newsletter” and sedilin relief.

He did not say whether theding of the newsletter printing was going to beaaregular

basis, or whether just this partic@dition was being paid for by Star Ranch.
| know that the newslettgxs struggling financially at that time becausenl®hvife,
Phyllis Long, who was the Treasurethef Lake Morena Village Council (as well as senaisg
the Treasurer of the Mountain Empiredga Club) had admitted that the garden club money
had “gotten mixed up” with the counmibney and kept reporting that the garden club was
“getting low on money” (even though were dormant at the time because of winter and had
not approved any expenditures).
After doing some investigating into the missingdgar club funds of about $400 plus,
we were told that it had been usedHternewsletter.
Bob Kreger (new Treasumerthe Garden Club) and I, President of the cluplaned
this uncomfortable situation to Johmg &ie agreed to reimburse the club for some of the
missing money. The check was written out of leisspnal account. The garden club has since
separated itself from the LMVC.
Denise Morse, Campo
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Plan Now for the Annual Campo Cookie Train and theNorth Pole Express Trains

Our Pacific Southwest Railway Museum is once aganud to share the museum and train
rides with friends, neighbors and volunteers fer @hristmas season. Please plan on joining the
museum for the annual Campo Cookie Train on Sayuilecember 3Q The train leaves the “under
rehabilitation” historic Campo depot at 12:01PM grize for those who know why the train doesn’t
leave at noon). Why not come by earlier and allswo show the volunteers their hard work at the
depot site and around the entire museum site. Mugum has made a lot of progress this year.

As usual, it will be first come, first served fackets — which are available until they are gone
any weekend from 9:00AM to 5:00PM at the Campo Dé&mpon Robin. You will need to present
identification with the zip code of 91906 and yoa asked to limit your tickets to no more than four
so train can accommodate all of their Campo neighb®hey also ask that everyone bring cookies,
brownies, etc to share onboard the train. Thditican continues. Yes, the train will go rain, snor
shine.

Speaking of snow, the museum has teamed up aggarthvei Mountain Empire High School
and Brian Elmore, along with new corporate spon&wilen Acorn Casino and Qualcomm to present
their second annual North Pole Express eveningdralhese trains run on Friday and Saturday
starting November 24through December Y6 Tickets are going extremely fast and some dates a
already sold out. If you would like to join, ¢go http://www.psrm.org and click the link to North
Pole Express. The museum uses an online tickeéingce only for these tickets — they are not
available at the Campo depot. Brian ElImore isenity looking for help with his North Pole Santa
Village display as well as the ongoing rehabildatof the Campo depot and the soon to start
construction of our new public toilets.

Join the museum in their celebrations. Merry Ghrés (in September) — Christmas comes
fast!

The Pacific Southwest Railway Museum is hosting th&hird Annual Pumpkin Express

The dates for this great event are Saturday Oc@iBbeSunday October 22 Saturday October
29" and Sunday October 80

Each youngster with a child-fare ticket will beoalled to pick out their favorite pumpkin from
the Pumpkin Patch at the Campo Depot to take hoitietiem. For all others, pumpkins will be
available at $2.50 each. A walking tour of the Muses included with your train ride, of course!

The Pumpkin Express will leave the historic Cammpdat at 11:00 AM and 2:30 PM on each
day. The regular excursion fares of $15 for adidl&& over), $5 for kids (6 - 12), with 5 and youang
being free, will apply. Reservations are not reggiitut please let the Great Pumpkin know that you
will be visiting by sending a messatpepumpkins@psrm.org. Pumpkins available while supplies
last.

Back Country Phone Book

Many of us continue to use the Mountain Empire pletae Directory despite the many
inaccuracies and missing listings and the factithas been a couple of years since it was last
distributed. A new phone book is being prepare ithportant to know that no one will be listed
unless they apply. Listings are voluntary. You magstnplete a form if you want to be included in the
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book. These forms are available throughout the conityrincluding Shady Rock Video, East County
Lumber and MERIT Recycling. You can also obtainftiren and submit the form on line to
listing@backcountryphonebook.comListings need to be submitted by October I'5and the
phone book will be distributed in January 2007.
Homemakers has new hours and days

The Homemakers store will experiment with expandlears and days. On a trial basis the
store is now open on FRIDAYS as well as Thursday@aturday. Same hours, 10:00 am to 2:00 pm
for shopping and dropping off donations. These veofudl ladies are doing such good work for the
community and the community is in turn supportihgrh with donations and with patronage.
Official Historic Highway 80 Opening and Celebration October 2T

The State has recognized Historic Highway 80 aecktis a celebration of this recognition and
the Highway’s 88 birthday on October 21 There will be events held throughout the day glthe
route from El Centro to San Diego. The schedulebsafound at the San Diego East Visitors websites
which arewww.OIldHighway80.comand www.visitsandiegoeast.com

Viejas Casino will the a central location for a menof the events including an antique car
show but there are all day events in Jacumba gndcession of old cars traveling the route wesnfro
Yuma. There will be stops in Holtville, EI Centdacumba and the Golden Acorn. Alpine has a big
celebration planned.

This should be a fun event and something we allecgoy. You can also participate. Call the
Visitors Bureau for additional information at 4458D.
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